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series pharmacology is in evidence to a greater extent than the plan 
of the work would seem to indicate, we must remember that no com¬ 
plete scheme of therapeutics can be built on any one or on all physical 
agencies combined, and that physiological properties are possessed 
by matters other than those presumably here presented. Excluding 
what has seemed to us as unnecessary in a book which is to appeal 
to the practising physician, we believe that this volume represents 
the present state of our knowledge upon this subject, and that its 
information is in a presentable form, for which the reviewer and 
reader will congratulate Drs. Eshner, Brickner, and Goepp for 
their skilful and painstaking translation. R. W. W. 


A Thesaurus of Medical Words and Phrases. By Wilfred 

M. Barton, M.D., and Walter A. Wells, M.D. Philadelphia, 

New York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

The most striking feature of this work is its entire originality 
both of conception and execution. There is no other book just like 
it, and it has been so carefully compiled and covers the ground so 
thoroughly that we doubt if there will be room for a similar publi¬ 
cation for years to come. The method of its use is explained in a 
well-written introduction. It is intended to play for medical litera¬ 
ture the part which Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words and Phrases 
has long done for general literature. It is not a medical dictionary 
because it does not furnish definitions, but merely synonyms, and 
in fact reverses the ordinary dictionary method, as instead of sup- 
plying a meaning or idea for a given word, the Thesaurus supplies 
the word necessary to express the idea which we have in our mind. 
The persons to whom it will prove especially useful will undoubtedly 
be those who, while deficient in medical education, are employed 
at work in medical literature. Thus, as its authors claim, it will 
possess great value to stenographers engaged in transcribing the 
proceedings of medical societies or reporting medicolegal testi¬ 
mony. It will also be of great value to translators of medical 
works. 

Although the authors suggest its value to lawyers, journalists, or 
novelists who are dealing with subjects requiring the employment 
of technical medical terms, nevertheless, we take leave to express 
the opinion that it would be most unfortunate should these three 
classes of laymen attempt to write technical descriptions from its 
pages. We could imagine the ridiculous effect produced in their 
writings by the choice of some of the synonyms which are given 
for words in ordinary use, and as there is no guide to the definition 
of the various synonyms, the Thesaurus would leave them at perfect 
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liberty to choose anything they might desire; and when it is remem¬ 
bered that medical men no longer talk the ridiculous jargon which 
amuses us so much from the lips of Dr. Slop in Tristam Shandy, 
we can but conclude that it is much safer for a layman not to 
provide himself with a Thesaurus , but to write in the ordinary 
vernacular. To all those engaged in medical literary work, this 
book will prove invaluable. Its thoroughness, accuracy, and the 
skilfulness with which the subject-matter has been arranged leaves 
nothing to be desired in it as a work of reference. F. R. P. 


Die Krankheiten der oberen Luftwege. Aus der Praxis fur 
die Praxis. Von Prop. Dr. Moritz Schmidt. Dritte sehr 
verbesserte Auflage. Berlin: Verlag von Julius Springer, 1903. 

This valuable work of Prof. Schmidt, which has long been a 
standard text-book in Germany, deserves to be much more widely 
known and consulted in America than is the case. It is probably 
too advanced and thorough to be of much service to the ordinary 
American medical student as a college text-book, but as a work for 
consultation and reference, it should be in the library of every 
physician who is engaged in doing special work in diseases of the 
nose, throat, and ear. One is especially struck with the author’s 
breadth of view in regard to the connection between disorders of 
the nose and throat, and constitutional diseases or conditions, which 
is manifest throughout the entire work. The author is thoroughly 
conversant with all of the most recent methods of diagnosis and 
treatment, and, what is probably more remarkable in a German, he 
is thoroughly familiar not only with Teutonic medical literature, 
but with the work being done by physicians belonging to other 
nationalities. It is to be hoped that a translation of this invaluable 
work will at some time be available for the use of the American 
physician. F. R. P. 


Patologia e Terapia della Orecchio e delle Prime vie 
-eere (Otologia, Rhtnologla, Laringologia). Dr. Giuseppe 
Gradenigo. Torino: S. Lattes & Co., Librai Editori, 1903. 

This large volume presents hi the form of lectures the teachings 
of Gradenigo, the distinguished professor of laryngology at the 
University of Turin. Although intended primarily for the use of 
students, it is written with almost Germanic thoroughness, and 
consequently possesses value for the more advanced workers in 
laryngology and otology. Scientific medicine has in recent years 
been greatly benefited by the activity of the Italian profession. 



